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slavery is a degraded system.1 The Occidental from Ms
point of view finds much to criticise.   And so it goes.
A most momentous event in Islamic annals took place
on November 1,1922, when the Grand National Assembly
at Angora announced that "The Khalifate will continue
to be exercised by the Osman family, but the Assembly
will choose a Prince whose moral qualities, talent and
conduct suit him for the choice. The Turkish Govern-
ment will be the principal rampart of the Khalifate."
"With this change, the greatly-feared position of the
Sultan-Imam has disappeared. The Khalif is elected by
a non-ecclesiastic body. His political power has gone; .
moreover, his religious position is under the control of
the temporal Angora Assembly. The position of the
present Khalif is being disputed more than ever by the
Sherif of Mecca, a lineal descendant of the Prophet and
a member of the Khoreish tribe, and by the members of
the Shiah, Wahabi, Senussi, and other sects. In addition,
the new rulers of Turkey are paying little attention to
the former prerogatives of the office. The National
Assembly at Angora has separated Church and State.
In its present form, the Khalifate therefore bears a
closer resemblance to the religious leadership in the Holy
Eoman Empire than to that of the Papacy, for the posi-
tion has never carried with it theological infallibility.
Under the Ottoman Sultans, the religious State official
was the appointed Sheikh-ul-Islam, a member of the
Cabinet, who referred, however, spiritual controversies
to the doctors of the law. In the republican form of
1 In the Times of December 31, 1823 (quoted in the same newspaper one
century later); appeared the following interesting current item: "Saturday
last a man, named Feake, led his wife into Chipping Ongar market, in Essex,
by a halter, and there exposed her for sale. She was soon purchased by a
young man, a blacksmith, of High Ongar, at the price of 10s. Her person
was by no means unpleasing, and she appeared to be about 25 years of age.
The collector of the tolls actually demanded and received from the pur-
chaser the customary charge of one penny, which is always paid upon live
stock sold therein per head!"

